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his past August we celebrated our 27th anniver-
sary. And as we head into our 28th year it is time
to let you know that The Vanilla Bean Café is

more than what it appears, we have been keeping a
secret. To our regular customer who visits us for a
meal, it may seem like our core business model is pro-
viding quality hand prepared food in a friendly limited
service environment. While this is true, we can’t fulfill
on our offer if we don’t have present, engaged and
committed employees. Our primary concern as opera-
tors has expanded from our commitment to proper food
handling and overall consistent quality to creating an
environment that attracts the right employee, and then
educating and training these people to be great at what
they do. Essentially, our employees are our most valu-
able asset. The ones who are working with us today
help to ensure that there is a job with us in the future
for other employees, thereby helping us to be a sustain-
able business and job creator.

We work to create a restaurant that entices the
‘right’ person to want to work here, or to ‘self-select’
and apply for a job with us. We have not advertised for
employees in the traditional way in close to 20 years.
We always hire based on current employee recommen-
dations as well as our customer recommendations. We
also are firm believers in nepotism, as we have had

great success with that since our beginnings, including
ourselves, we are after all, a family business.

It is not just about creating the environment where
the right employee ‘shows up’, it is also about creating
meaningful and fun work with teams that like to work
together, be challenged, engaged and appreciated. We
have developed a number of work philosophies that
help us with our mission of creating a space in which a
young person can learn and thrive. We are essentially
an entry level job that comes with lots of education and
training to help them become a great employee, not just
in the moment, but as an embodied practice that will
help them to succeed in whatever future employment
awaits them, or whatever entrepreneurial adventure
they take. We, along with most other restaurants, help
to educate and train the future work force. Half of all
adults have worked in the restaurant industry at some
point during their lives. In fact, nearly one in three
Americans had their first job at a restaurant. It is
because of this that we take seriously the development
of our young employees. What they learn with us can
have a great effect on them throughout their careers.
While we know that most of them will not stay with us
for more than 3-4 years, we get a great co-worker in the
moment and know that we have helped a young person
get a good start in their future work endeavors. It is

Our Hidden Agenda
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Entertainment & Stuff  

he Wine Cellar at 85 Main has received many
accolades since it’s opening. The old down-
stairs function room at 85 Main was complete-

ly renovated and is now available for private parties,
business meetings, special events and
regular dining when it is not booked
for a private party. Contact Dawn at
860-928-1660 or send an email to
ask@85main.com for more informa-
tion and available dates.

T

Book Your Next Event 
In The Wine Cellar @ 85Main

cc

Cindy Kallet & Grey Larsen
@ Connecticut Audubon

Friday, October 7 @ 7:30 pm

indy Kallet and Grey Larsen, each well-known
and loved for their decades of music making,
have spent nearly a decade in a joyful musical

collaboration. Cindy is a superb singer, guitarist, song-
writer, and multi-instrumentalist. Grey is one of Amer-
ica’s finest players of the Irish flute and tin whistle, as
well as an accomplished singer and concertina, fiddle,
piano and harmonium player.
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cont. on page 2



important to note here that we do this for ourselves as
well as for the employees. Our  management is selfish-
ly altruistic. 

One of our main philosophies is asking our employ-
ees the question ‘Who do you work for?’ It is essential
that they understand that the reason they are here is for
themselves and the future that they are working to cre-
ate. Sure, they have short-term goals of gaining work
experience, making money and friends, etc. While the
owners make the work possible and specifies the rules
within which the work is per-
formed (the rules are also speci-
fied by the federal and state gov-
ernments), it is the employee
who works for themselves, to be
the best they can be in the
moment, to embody effective
working practices that will
become their foundation for all
jobs they encounter in their
future. In our philosophy, the
employee works for (in this
order):  Themselves, The Cus-
tomer, Their Co-Workers and
then the Owners (or people who
make it possible). This is all set up in what is called an
action work flow circle (see graphic) that has the
employer working for the employee and their co-work-
ers to take care of the customer to effectively fulfill on
our offer. If the employee is not here for themselves
with some story about their future, we find that they
may not be a good fit for our work place. We can help
them to if they are willing to make changes in their life
and accept responsibility for their future, but they must
make that choice.

We empower the employees to create their own
teams, they can specify who they want to work with
and more importantly, who they don’t want to work
with. We are firm believers in not tolerating slackers
and whiners as employees and encourage our teams to
not put up with co-workers who are obviously not
working with and for the team. We don’t fire people
often, but, when we do, it is because they do not
embody the practice of working for each other.
Employees can recommend their co-workers for further
education or termination (or as we like to say, they get
to ‘vote people off of the island’). We also get to teach
people how to quit if the job is not what they had in
mind or what they want to do. This may sound weird,
but people are not taught how to quit in an effective
manner that actually helps them and the future they are

working to create.
Because of the effort we put into being a place

where people want to work, we tend to keep employees
longer than the industry average, especially in our pri-
mary age group of 17-23 year-olds. Many employees
love to work here and stay with us from high school
and summers throughout their college years. We pay
them a little better than comparable jobs and really
work to create a space in which they get to have fun as
well as learn things. We are always cross training staff

and teaching them whatever they
step up to learn. We keep in
touch with many of our former
employees and are happy to see
them succeed, many in the
restaurant business. There are 4
restaurants in this area owned by
former employees.

So here we are celebrating 27
years of business, and we are
also celebrating 27 years of all of
the employees who have worked
with us during that time. We
couldn’t have done it without
them, and our hope is that their

world of work is just that much better for having
worked and learned effective practices with us. So
when you patronize our establishment(s), you are not
only getting what you came in for, please know that
you are helping young people create a more effective
future for themselves and others. We thank you.
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Continued from page 1

Who Do You Work For?

Restaurant Facts at a Glance
w1 million+: Restaurant locations in the US.

w14.4 million: Restaurant industry employees.

w1.7 million: New restaurant jobs created by the 

year 2026.

w10%: Restaurant workforce as part of the over all 

U.S. workforce.

w9 in 10: Restaurant managers who started at entry 

level. 

w8 in 10: Restaurant owners who started their indus

try careers in entry-level positions.

w9 in 10: Restaurants have fewer than 50 employees.

w7 in 10: Restaurants are single-unit operations.

wHalf of all adults have worked in the restaurant

industry at some point during their lives.

w1 in 3 Americans got their first job experience in a

restaurant.

Source: National Restaurant Association



The Vanilla Bean Café
wants you to know...

The Vanilla Bean Café opened in 1989 with 16 seats

The Vanilla Bean Café is owned by the Jessurun Family

We open 361 days a year. We close on:
Easter Sunday, Fourth of July, Thanksgiving,

Christmas Day

Business Hours:

Monday, Tuesday 7 am - 3 pm
Wednesday, Thursday 7 am - 8 pm

Friday 7 am - 9 pm*
Saturday 8 am - 9 pm*†
Sunday 8 am - 8 pm*

*We may close early during colder months. 

†Entertainment night - 
we serve dessert, beer & wine until 10 pm

Web site: www.TheVanillaBeanCafe.com

E-mail: ask@thevanillabeancafe.com

Address: 450 Deerfield Road
Pomfret Center, Connecticut 06259

Phone: 860-928-1562

Music Booking:   Maria Sangiolo
                              maria@thevanillabeancafe.com

Art Booking:       Kayla Murphy
                              kayla@thevanillabeancafe.com

Bean Soup Ads:   Barry Jessurun
                              barry@thevanillabeancafe.com

Accolades and Awards

The New York Times
“The food...is freshly made, well 
seasoned and extremely tasty.”

The Boston Globe
“...great food - homemade soups, sandwiches,
burgers, and the best fish cakes around - in a

relaxed atmosphere.”

Yankee Magazine’s Travel Guide to New England
“Editors’ Pick”  1997, 2003 & 2004

“One of the outstanding reasons to visit 
New England.”

Connecticut Magazine Readers’ Poll
Windham County - Various years

Best Family Dining - Best Sandwiches 
Best Desserts - Best Business Lunch 

Best Vegetarian - Best Outdoor Dining

Yankee Magazine
Editors’ Choice - Best of New England
Connecticut’s Best Country Café - 2011

The Hartford Courant
“This is a place that serves excellent food and
brings in some of the better performers on the 

New England coffee house circuit...”

“The Vanilla Bean Café in Pomfret is one of those
rare places that truly has something for everyone...

Oh, yes - the food is truly delicious, too.”

The New London Day
«««

“The soups are homemade and delicious, the 
sandwiches unusual and served on breads that 

are positively delicious...”

www.VisitingNewEngland.com
“the Vanilla Bean Café is one of those places you

simply don’t want to leave.”

www.HiddenBoston.com 
“This impossibly funky Connecticut restaurant 
is full of character (and characters), and is truly 

in a class by itself.”

Recipient  University of Connecticut’s
Nozko Family Business Leadership Award

Check the hallway by the restrooms - our Hall of
Fame - for more articles, letters and awards.

is an information and 
entertainment newsletter.

Compiled by Barry Jessurun
Written by Barry Jessurun

Layout & Design - Barry Jessurun

© COPYRIGHT 2016 by Barry Jessurun, All rights reserved

The Vanilla Bean Café     Pomfret, Connecticut  06258

*

+ +

?

“If you can’t explain it simply, you don’t understand it

well enough.” - Albert Einstein



Nothing in the world is more common than unsuccessful

people with talent.” - Anonymous

Veteran vocalist, acoustic guitarist, Bob DiQuattro
has teamed up with two talented local musicians to

form the core of a new and
unique group that goes by
the name of Green Valley.
Patricia McDonald sings
choice harmonies and
earnest lead vocals and

plays solid rhythm and melodic mandolin breaks.

Saturday - 15 - 

Green Valley Bluegrass

October Entertainment

Friday - 7 - Open Mic

Saturday - 1 - Neptune’s Car
Whether they’re playing an intimate house concert
or on the main stage at the Falcon Ridge Folk Festi-

val, you’ll love Neptune’s Car welcom-
ing presence and song variety.  Holly’s
light soprano blends perfectly with
Steve’s warm tenor. Vibrant lyrics and
compelling melodies nestle in inviting

arrangements, telling us stories rich in detail, from a
miner’s life in “A Blue Sky Turned to Rust,” to
“Emily Dickinson,” told with lyrics as beautiful as
the poet’s work.

Hosts - Faith Montaperto & Kala Farnham -
Feature - Wishbone Zoë - is the auditory/visual
avant-indie project of auditory/visual artist Saera K,
who, based out of Massachusetts, specializes in
areas of junkyard rock, crashitybishbash, and the
distracted storytelling of important things. Her show
has been described as “anti-boring” and has been
known to both deeply resonate with and/or bamboo-
zle people of all ages. 

2016 marks the 7th anniversary of our monthly series,
Hootenanny/Songwriter Sessions. Hosted by Lisa
Martin, the sessions bring audiences the chance to see
some of the best local, regional and touring singer-
songwriters. Intimate, in-the-round performances full
of fun and spontaneity, are a hallmark of the series as
well as the audience chosen “theme” that each song-
writer has to incorporate into a newly crafted song for
each show. A Hootenanny will begin each show and
will be open to songwriters of all experience levels.
Signups for the hoot will start at 6:30 pm and the
show will begin promptly at 7:00 pm, with the hoote-
nanny preceding the featured songwriters.

About Hootenanny/Sessions
Friday - 14 - Hootenanny/Sessions

Saturday - 8 - Kala Farnham

CD Release - 7:30 Show
Kala Farnham’s unique songwriting has been
described as a reinvention of the traditional folk made

popular by artists such as Joni Mitchell
and Joan Baez; she is praised for her
complex classical undertones and play-
ful dose Broadway theatricality onstage,

reminiscent of modern day performers Tori Amos and
Regina Spektor. Her affinity for poetry and creative
writing is evident through signature lyricism that
springs to life with heartfelt and creative storytelling,
cultural references, and rich metaphor.



October Entertainment

“A greenhouse that makes you go Wow!” - Eileen Jessurun

“Music is the shorthand of emotion.” - Leo Tolstoy

After the death of Pete Seeger in 2014, a small group
of his admirers joined together to celebrate his life
with a sing-along concert at the Hampton Grange.
The event was a huge success and gave birth to
SING:The Quiet Corner Song Swap. There is no
charge and lyrics are available for most songs. They
frequently use the folk “hymnal”, Rise Up Singing
and its sequel, Rise Again for song lyrics. Participants
are encouraged to lead their favorite songs or suggest
them to the song leaders of the evening. Bring your
voices, your instruments and your ears. This is specif-
ically a night for singing, so please, no fiddle tunes or
songs without a place to join in.

Luthier Rich Young, proprietor of Still River Gui-
tars, plays compelling claw hammer banjo and
sweet fingerstyle guitar on his own finely crafted
instruments. Patricia and Rich provide a vital com-
pliment to Bob’s strong lead and harmony vocals,
foundational rhythm and tasteful lead guitar. Hints
of bluegrass married with stronger notes of
folk/blues and undercurrents of Appalachian and
gospel. In a word, Americana.

Friday - 21 - Sing:

Quiet Corner Song Swap

Sally Rogers performs an evening of traditional,
contemporary and original ballads and song, inter-

woven with stories taken from her life
as a performer, a wife and a mother.
Throughout her concerts, she accompa-
nies herself on guitar and Appalachian
dulcimer, or performs without accom-

paniment in a voice that needs no further enhance-
ment. Her voice has been described in superlatives
ranging from “remarkable” to “mesmerizing.” As
one critic summarized, “…it’s really next to impossi-
ble to do justice to a voice of that quality.” Much of
the material performed by Sally includes composi-
tions of her own, many of which are considered clas-
sics of the folk and popular genre. 
More than 4 decades as a touring professional have
found Michigan native Claudia Schmidt traversing

North America as well as Europe in
venues ranging from intimate clubs to
4,000 seat theatres, and festival stages
in front of 25,000 rapt listeners. She has
recorded nineteen albums of mostly

original songs, exploring folk, blues, and jazz idioms
featuring her acclaimed 12-string guitar and moun-
tain dulcimer playing. If it were the intention of the
creator or creators of this universe to perfectly blend
together the night sky with moon and stars, it might
have been their intention as well to deliver Claudia
Schmidt as their messenger of reminder. To say that
Schmidt is simply a performer with a talent to enter-
tain would be a miscarriage of understatement.

Saturday - 22 - Don White

Green Valley Bluegrass (cont.)

There is no one-word description for what Don
White does. He has survived and thrived for twen-

ty-five years, bringing his audiences to
laughter and tears in his live perfor-
mances, studio recordings, and on the
printed page. He is a storyteller-come-
dian-author-troubadour-folk singer-

songwriter. He is a walking challenge to the phrase
“file under.” Best to just sort him under “Don
White.” Don’s approach to music is a weird, unique
blend. If he just played folk music, it would be a
handy label. But he has invented his own genre with
a mix of humor and powerful songwriting. White’s
arc as a writer and performer has taken him from his
industrial hometown of Lynn, Ma across the country
as hitchhiker, through Boston’s comedy clubs and
coffeehouses, and onto the stage with greats like
Christine Lavin, Arlo Guthrie, Taj Mahal, Ritchie
Havens, Patty Larkin, Bill Morrissey, Tom Rush,
and Louden Wainright III.

Saturday - 29 - 

Claudia Schmidt & Sally Rogers



“Life is not about finding yourself. Life is about creating

yourself.” - Lolly Daskal

“Knowledge is being aware of what you can do. Wisdom

is knowing when not to do it.” - Anonymous

Dr. Roger Mitterling & Dr. Kristen Groves
Open 7 days a week including Sunday’s

November Entertainment

Friday - 4 - Open Mic

Saturday - 5 - Slograss
SloGrass, a Central Mass Bluegrass band, has been
entertaining New England audiences for 26 years

with its unique brand of acoustic
Americana; with lively instru-
mentals featuring banjo, dobro,
mandolin, guitar, and acoustic
bass; with vocal selections show-
casing rich, 2, 3 & 4 part har-

monies. The seeds of SloGrass were sewn in the
summer of 1989 when Dave, Mark and Fran started
getting together once a week to play fiddle tunes for
fun and a musical challenge. In the summer of 1993,
Bob officially joined the band as its heartbeat on the
standup bass. SloGrass plays a mix of vocal and
instrumental songs, drawing on various traditions.

Hosts - Faith Montaperto & Kala Farnham -
Feature - Peter Lehndorff - Peter writes songs
about everyday stuff. Some are humorous. Some are
serious. They are his observations about stuff that
happens to us. There are stories about his cars. And
what he eats. And the places he has lived. And songs
about all the crap he seems to be afraid of. You
might relate to some of it.

Friday - 11 - Hootenanny/Sessions

Saturday - 12 -

Rani Arbo & Greg Ryan
Rani Arbo is a fiddler, guitarist, songwriter and
song collector. She has toured nationally for more

than 20 years, most of them with
the quartet Rani Arbo & daisy
mayhem (Signature Sounds),
which frequents folk festivals
from coast to coast. Rani has
toured and recorded with Joan

Baez, John McCutcheon and many others. Greg
Ryan performed for years as a singer/songwriter
before forming the modern gypsy jazz group They
Might Be Gypsies with his son Aidan. Their two
records received rave reviews, with their debut
album winning the Times Argus’ Instrumental
Album of the Year. Together they perform Arbo’s
wry, reflective originals, as well as traditional and
cover songs, from Appalachian ballads to Ray Lam-
ontagne. Acoustic Guitar Magazine writes, “Arbo is
blessed with an unmistakable voice, both light and
sultry, with a hint of tremolo and smoke.”

“Helping

Clients to

Mind Their

Business.”

“Let life be beautiful like summer flowers and death be

like autumn leaves.” - Rabindranth Tagore



November Entertainment

   

  

 

 
      

      

ational vigeam of naienced tOur e

WE HELP PUT IT ALL TOGETHER   

  

 

 
      

      

OUR GOO YO YOUR GOONNECTED TCysats
CIAL SANFINoure yensuro help  t

ementh managealt w& planning 
par inancialomized f

vig
ts cuserfs of

xper
tnerpar

 planning 
omized f

eam of naienced txper
s of

Our e

7 P69

14                   860-928-23
, CT 06259ENTER COMFRET                    P

TREET SOMFRET

MCO.ALEHANDEISS.WWWW

 LLCFINANCIAL,

WEISS & HALE

ell.e Well. Livt Wesvell. InPlan W

   

  

 

 
      

      

SALOUR GO

YTEGTRATRATEGCIAL S

ement
inancial

ational vig

, CT 06259

, Member FINRA/SIPC, 
ough hred terfvices of

ed fort suitams bes

TM

ell.

   

  

 

 
      

      

tment Adviseresved Inertegisa R
, Member FINRA/SIPC, kortweinancial Nh FealtwCommon

vices ofy serities and advisorer $500,000. Securvtfolios opor
ams besrogtment presved inom managter cusfe ofW

“Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it

is time to pause and reflect.” - Mark Twain

Saturday - 19 - Mark Mandeville

& Raianne Richards

Saturday - 26 - Seth Glier
Despite his relatively young age, MPress recording
artist Seth Glier is a seasoned troubadour. A singer-

songwriter and multi-instrumentalist who
averages over 200 live performances
annually, Seth has gone from opening act
to headlining his own shows and playing
major festivals. He’s shared the stage

with artists as diverse as James Taylor, Ani DiFran-
co, Edwin McCain, Emmylou Harris and Ryan
Adams, and has quickly become known for his pas-
sionate live sets and powerful command of both
piano and guitar. His music has also caught the ears
of fans, industry and critics alike, with USA Today
stating that his “exquisite tenor echoes Bruce Spring-
steen and Billy Joel.” Building on the acclaim of his
Grammy-nominated sophomore album The Next
Right Thing, Glier’s subsequent record Things I
Should Let You Know was called “a genuine revela-
tion” by Blurt Magazine, and was praised by M
Music & Musicians Magazine for its “shimmering,
seductive melodies”. “(Seth’s) exquisite tenor echoes
Bruce Springsteen and Billy Joel.” - USA Today

Mark Mandeville and Raianne Richards are
clearly inheritors of a timeless legacy, creating

music that is both original and evoca-
tive of a rich tradition. Blending dis-
tinctive voices and a wide range of
accompaniment (guitar, harmonica,
ukulele, clarinet, penny whistle, electric

bass), their songs have been well-received by audi-
ences around the eastern United States since 2010.
Transcending the genre of folk Americana, their
music echoes inspiration from traditional folk duos
and singer/songwriters like Ian & Sylvia, Kate Wolf
and Neil Young – combining beautiful harmonies
and a lyrical intensity, while establishing a unique
sound of their own. Over the years, Mandeville &
Richards have shared the stage with acts like Garnet
Rogers, Melanie Safka, Eric Brace & Peter Cooper,
John Gorka, Willie Watson, Pierce Pettis, Pokey
LaFarge, Joan Osborne, Mustard’s Retreat, Atwater
~ Donnelly, Antje Duvekot, and David Wax Muse-
um - in 2015, while showcasing at the Philadelphia
Folk Festival, appeared on stage with Tom Paxton.

Friday - 18 - Sing:

Quiet Corner Song Swap

“Be miser-

able. Or moti-

vate yourself.

Whatever has

to be done,

it’s always

your choice.”

- Wayne Dyer



“Farm as if you would live forever, and live as if you

would die tomorrow.” - George Henderson

December Entertainment

Friday - 2 - Open Mic

Saturday - 3 - Kevin Connolly
Writing and performing for over twenty years,
Kevin Connolly has carved out his own way of writ-

ing American songs and earned a reputa-
tion as a passionate performer. Connolly
has toured extensively in the U.S. and
Europe while maintaining a strong pres-
ence and tie to his New England roots.

Working the college and coffeehouse circuit solo,
Kevin has also played major festivals including
Newport Folk, SXSW, Kerrville Folk and Bumber-
shoot. He has opened up for a long list of notable
artists including Indigo Girls, Huey Lewis, Todd
Rundgren and Joan Osborne. Kevin’s songs have
also appeared on network television shows and in
major motion pictures as well as independent films.

Hosts - Faith Montaperto & Kala Farnham -
Feature - Mike Laureanno - hails from Fall River,
MA an old mill-town infamous for its axe wielding res-
ident Lizzie Borden and famous for its chow mein
sandwiches, pork pies and the occasional songwriter.
He is a 2016 Kerrville New Folk Finalist and a 2016
Woody Guthrie songwriting contest winner. A passion-
ate performer, Mike’s songs are visceral and evocative.

Friday - 9 - Hootenanny/Sessions

Saturday - 10 - 

The Gail Wade Trio
Gail Wade has been performing publicly since the
early 1980s. Her first musical experience came

while living in Brunswick, ME. Gail
worked on area horse farms and also on
the Tall Ships out of Camden Harbor.
She would work the galleys by day, then
sing on the deck in the evening. Gail has

appeared on stages both as a solo musician and as a
member of the former CT-based band, “The Hot
Flashes”. During the past twenty-plus years Gail has
gained the respect of audiences throughout the
USA, Ireland and several European countries.   A
strong guitarist and clawhammer banjo player with a
rich and soulful voice, Gail brings forth fresh rendi-
tions of folk, blues, old-time, bluegrass and swing
favorites. Though steeped in the roots of American
music, her diverse array of influences enable Gail to
handle the transition from one musical genre to the
next, with a fluidity that will foster a true apprecia-
tion of her talent.



December Entertainment

“You are not here merely to make a living. You are here in

order to enable the world to live more amply, with greater

vision, with a finer spirit of hope and achievement. You

are here to enrich the world, and you impoverish yourself

if you forget the errand.” - Woodrow Wilson

“Fortune sides with him who dares.” - Virgil

Sunday - 17 - Atwater~Donnelly
Every performance is surprisingly different and always
entertaining, exciting and educational with the award-

winning duo Atwater~Donnelly, who
provide a unique and thrilling blend of
traditional American and Celtic folk
music and dance, along with original
songs and poetry. The highly praised
husband-wife duo blends gorgeous

vocals with an astounding array of instruments
including the mountain dulcimer, old-time banjo, tin
whistle, guitar, mandolin, harmonica, limberjacks,
feet and more. Their performance is appealing to all
ages with humor, audience participation, and a
relaxed stage presence.

Friday - 16 - Sing:

Quiet Corner Song Swap

Holiday Hours
Thanksgiving

Wednesday, November 23rd - 7:00 am- 3:00 pm

Thursday, November 24th - Closed

Christmas 
Saturday, December 24th - 8:00 am- 3:00 pm

Sunday, December 25th - Closed

Saturday, December 31st  - 8:00 am- 3:00 pm

New Year’s Day
Sunday, January 1st, 2017 - 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

“If music be the food of love, play on.” - William Shakespeare

Our Sister Restaurant



“I don’t believe you have to be better than everybody else.

I believe you have to be better than you ever thought you

could be.” - Ken Venturi

“Continuous improvement is better than delayed perfec-

tion.” - Mark Twain

Weekend Breakfast
full breakfast menu is served Saturday and Sunday from

8:00 am - 12:00 noon. We offer a variety of specials

including recent items like Apple Crisp Crepes , Roasted

Mushroom Omelet, and  Crab Ricotta Benedict. We use

only 100% maple syrup and top-quality Hormel bacon.

Entertainment
he Café is on the National Folk Music Circuit and

attracts talent from all over the United States while

featuring mainly New England performers. The majority

of the shows are on Saturday night and start at 8:00 pm.

Our Open Mic night is on the first Friday of each month.

During shows, a theatre curtain separates the listening

room from the tiled dining room and kitchen in an effort to

keep the music in and the kitchen noise out.

The Artwork Gallery
he Café displays artwork by local artists year round.

Some shows have openings and some do not. Most

of the artwork displayed is for sale and often prices are

listed with the piece or on a list located in the room. One

hundred percent of the sale price goes to the artist.

October - Laureen Hylka

November - Tom Sayers

December - Quilts

Dinner at The Bean
e are open for dinner Wednesday - Sunday. Each

night we run four or five dinner specials. Recent

items include: Wild Mushroom Ravioli, Pan-Seared Cod,

Steak Medallions and Chipotle Cinnamon Rubbed Pork

Loin. We offer a truly quality dinner at a great price, in a

warm and friendly atmosphere. If you haven’t tried us for

dinner yet, it’s time you did.
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On-Site WiFi
e provide complimentary wireless internet service.

Bring your lap top to the Café, search for available net-

works and log on to the VBC. Get some work done or check

your email while you eat lunch! Password: goodfood c

W

“Whatever you want in life, other people are going to

want it too. Believe in yourself enough to accept the idea

that you have an equal right to it.” - Diane Sawyer



The Café Cash Card
he first Café Cash Card was introduced in 1997.
The appearance of the card has changed since
then, but our card still works like the gift cards

available in most stores today. Café Cash Cards can be
purchased in any amount at the restaurant or online and

are reloadable -
add to the card
balance at any
time! Cards can
be used to pur-
chase any menu
item at Vanilla
Bean Cafe. Note:

A bonus of 10%

is added to the card balance when you purchase a

card for $200 or more. The card must be presented to
redeem it at the time of purchase. The Café Cash Card
makes a great gift for friends and family members and
is ideal for students at the local schools. Café Cash
Cards have no expiration date.

T
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“Failure is the condiment that gives success its flavor.” 

- Truman Capote

“Believe in yourself! Have faith in your abilities! Without

a humble but reasonable confidence in your own powers

you cannot be successful or happy” 

- . Norman Vincent Peale

$9.95

Our Pricing Practices

1. Sales Tax Included - Our prices include the

6.35% Connecticut Sales Tax. The prices listed on the

menu are exactly what you pay. Our prices may seem to

be inflated; however, a $10.00 menu item is actually

$9.40 + $.60 sales tax. Furthermore, this practice makes it

easier for the customer, especially if that customer is a

child who has exact change for a cookie. What you see is

exactly what you pay - what could be simpler?

2. Not Market Standard Pricing - We are not

trying to fool the customer into thinking that $9.95 is

less expensive than $10.00. We find this type of pricing

insulting to our customers. However, the reason it is

used so extensively around the nation is that it works

effectively. We don’t like that practice, and we also like

to believe that our clientele is not so easily fooled.

3. No Pennies, Dimes or Nickels - Because our

prices include tax and we do not price in the standard

way, we do not have to use pennies, dimes or nickels.

This is a service to both the customer and to us. We

don’t give you lots of change, and we only have to use

quarters and fifty-cent pieces. This also helps our staff to

be more efficient performing transactions, which saves

time and money. An added bonus is that we don’t have

to count change at the end of the business day.

Recording Studio in Pomfret, Connecticut
Specializing in Acoustic Contemporary, 

Jazz & Classical

Mark Thayer 
Producer/Engine Ear

Phone 860-974-2016

mark@signaturesounds.com

www.signaturesounds.com
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�Saturday October 1th - 12.00

          Neptune’s Car

�Friday October 7th - 5.00

          Open Mic - Wishbone Zoë

�Saturday October 8th - 10.00

          Kala Farnham - CD Release

�Friday October 14th - 5.00

          Hootenanny/Sessions - Lisa Martin Hosts

�Saturday October 15th - 10.00

          Green Valley Bluegrass

�Friday October 21st -

          SING: The Quiet Corner Song Swap

�Saturday October 22nd - 20.00

          Don White

�Saturday October 29th - 20.00

          Claudia Schmidt & Sally Rogers

�Friday November 4th - 5.00

          Open Mic - Peter Lehndorff

�Saturday November 5th - 15.00

          Slograss

�Friday November 11th - 5.00

          Hootenanny/Sessions - Lisa Martin Host

�Saturday November 12th - 15.00

          Rani Arbo & Greg Ryan

�Friday November 18th -

          SING: The Quiet Corner Song Swap

�Saturday November 19th - 12.00

          Mark Mandeville & Raianne Richards

�Saturday November 26th - 20.00

          Seth Glier

�Friday December 2nd - 5.00

          Open Mic - Mike Laureanno

�Saturday December 3rd - 15.00

          Kevin Connolly

�Friday December 9th - 5.00

          Hootenanny/Sessions - Lisa Martin Hosts

�Saturday December 10th - 15.00

          The Gail Wade Trio

�Friday December 16th -

          SING: The Quiet Corner Song Swap

�Saturday December 17th - 15.00

          Atwater~Donnelly

What’s Happening at The Bean...

2016 ... What’s Happening at The Bean ... 2016
~ October, November & December ~

**Saturday - October 22 - Don White**

**Saturday - October 29 - Claudia Schmidt & Sally Rogers**

**Saturday - November 12 - Rani Arbo & Greg Ryan**
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The Vanilla Bean Café w 450 Deerfield Road w Pomfret, Connecticut  06259 w 860-928-1562

All shows start at 8:00 pm unless otherwise noted¾

P O Box 206

Pomfret  CT  06258

WiFi available in Dining Room

Cash or Check Only for show Admissions

Call ahead, shows are subject to change

7:00 pm

7:00 pm

7:00 pm

7:00 pm

7:00 pm

7:00 pm

7:30 pm

7:30 pm

7:30 pm

7:30 pm

Advertise in Bean Soup
$120 - calendar year

The Vanilla Bean Café 
Connecticut’s Best

Country Café
~Yankee Magazine - Editors’ Choice~

Calendar Listings
on your

smart phone

Free

Free

Free

Visit Our Other Restaurants

85 Main
Putnam Connecticut

New American Fusion Cusine

Casual Fine Dining

Full Bar, Raw Bar, Sushi Bar

Dog Lane Cafe
Storrs Connecticut

American European Café

Burgers, Sandwiches, Salads

Smoothies, Coffee Drinks, Desserts


